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SUBJECT: U.S.-EC PRESIDENCY DIALOGUE: BRIEFING ON MIDDLE 
EAST 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST, DANISH CHARGE KIMBERG CALLED ON NEA 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY STERNER FOR BRIEFING ON MIDDLE 
EAST STATE OF PLAY, PREPARATORY TO EC HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 
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MEETING. HE HAD EARLIER RECEIVED BRIEFING ON BEGIN VISIT 
BY QUANDT AT NSC. STERNER SAID THAT WHILE WE ARE STILL 
AWAITING A DEFINITIVE READING ON WEIZMAN'S TRIP TO CAIRO, 

OUR PRELIMINARY IMPRESSION IS THAT NOT MUCH WAS ACCOM- 
PLISHED. EGYPTIANS TOLD US WEIZMAN TOOK NO NEW PROPOSALS 
WITH HIM, BY WHICH THEY PRESUMABLY MEANT NOTHING OF THE 
DRAMATIC NATURE WHICH SADAT IS LOOKING FOR. ISRAEL 
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SOUGHT TO RESUME THE ACTIVITIES OF THE MILITARY AND POLITI- 
CAL COMMITTEES SET UP AT ISMAILIA, BUT EGYPT DECLINED, AS 
LONG AS PROGRESS ON REACHING A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
REMAINS BLOCKED. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE SADAT WANTS TO 
KEEP THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS GOING. 

2. STERNER SAID THAT THE "NEW" DRAFT DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES WHICH DAYAN PRESENTED TO VANCE CONTAINED LITTLE 
THAT WAS IN FACT NEW AND WAS ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED FROM 
THE VERSION THAT WAS CURRENT DURING THE LAST ATHERTON 

SHUTTLE. ATHERTON IS READY TO RESUME HIS MEDIATION 
EFFORTS WHENEVER THERE APPEARS TO BE A BASIS FOR PROGRESS, 
BUT THERE WOULD BE LITTLE THAT HE COULD ACCOMPLISH UNDER 
PRESENT CONDITIONS. 

3. KIMBERG ASKED HOW WE EVALUATED THE DEGREE OF FLEXI- 
BILITY ON EACH SIDE. STERNER REPLIED THAT WE BELIEVE 
THAT EGYPT WOULD ULTIMATELY BE ABLE TO ACCEPT LANGUAGE 
ON THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE VERY CLOSE TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
ASWAN STATEMENT. ON THE OTHER HAND, ISRAEL'S RECENT 
STATEMENTS THAT RESOLUTION 242 DOES NOT REQUIRE WITHDRAWAL 
ON THE WEST BANK SUGGESTS MORE OF A PROBLEM ON THE 
ISRAELI SIDE. 

4. KIMBERG ASKED WHETHER ISRAEL'S CONTINUED PRESENCE IN 
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SOUTH LEBANON WOULD NOT DETER EGYPT FROM RESUMING NEGOTIA- 
TIONS. STERNER SAID THAT WE HAD NOT EXPECTED SADAT TO 
AGREE TO RECEIVE WEIZMAN UNDER THOSE CONDITIONS, BUT 
SADAT INDICATED THAT HE ACCEPTED WEIZMAN’S ASSURANCES 
THAT ISRAEL WOULD WITHDRAW COMPLETELY FROM LEBANON. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, SADAT MAY BE DETERRED FROM REACHING 
AN ACCORD ON THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES UNTIL THAT 
WITHDRAWAL IS COMPLETED. AS FAR AS THE NEXT STEPS FOR 
THE U.S. ARE CONCERNED, WE ARE AWAITING THE RETURN OF 
THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY BEFORE MAKING ANY 
DECISIONS. 

5. STERNER ASKED KIMBERG IF A NEW STATEMENT ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST WAS LIKELY TO EMANATE FROM THE UPCOMING EC 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING. KIMBERG SAID THAT DESPITE 
EGYPT'S REQUEST FOR SUCH A STATEMENT, THE CONSENSUS AMONG 
THE NINE IS THAT THE U.S. HAS AND SHOULD KEEP THE LEAD 

IN THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS AND THAT THEY HAVE 
LITTLE USEFUL TO ADD BY WAY OF A PUBLIC STATEMENT. HE 
NOTED A HIGHER DEGREE OF UNANIMITY AMONG THE NINE ON 
THIS ISSUE THAN IN THE PAST. IN FACT, IT WAS NOT CLEAR 
THAT THE MIDDLE EAST WOULD BE DISCUSSED AT THIS MEETING 
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AT ALL, SINCE NO AGENDA OF POLITICAL TOPICS IS SET IN 
ADVANCE. 
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EAST 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST, DANISH CHARGE KIMBERG CALLED ON NEA 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY STERNER FOR BRIEFING ON MIDDLE 
EAST STATE OF PLAY, PREPARATORY TO EC HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 
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MEETING. HE HAD EARLIER RECEIVED BRIEFING ON BEGIN VISIT 
BY QUANDT AT NSC. STERNER SAID THAT WHILE WE ARE STILL 
AWAITING A DEFINITIVE READING ON WEIZMAN'S TRIP TO CAIRO. 

OUR PRELIMINARY IMPRESSION IS THAT NOT MUCH WAS ACCOM- 
PLISHED. EGYPTIANS TOLD US WEIZMAN TOOK NO NEW PROPOSALS 
WITH HIM. BY WHICH THEY PRESUMABLY MEANT NOTHING OF THE 
DRAMATIC NATURE WHICH SADAT IS LOOKING FOR. ISRAEL 
SOUGHT TO RESUME THE ACTIVITIES OF THE MILITARY AND POLITI- 
CAL COMMITTEES SET UP AT ISMAILIA, BUT EGYPT DECLINED, AS 
LONG AS PROGRESS ON REACHING A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
REMAINS BLOCKED. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE SADAT WANTS TO 
KEEP THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS GOING. 

2. STERNER SAID THAT THE "NEW" DRAFT DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES WHICH DAYAN PRESENTED TO VANCE CONTAINED LITTLE 
THAT WAS IN FACT NEW AND WAS ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED FROM 
THE VERSION THAT WAS CURRENT DURING THE LAST ATHERTON 

SHUTTLE. ATHERTON IS READY TO RESUME HIS MEDIATION 
EFFORTS WHENEVER THERE APPEARS TO BE A BASIS FOR PROGRESS, 
BUT THERE WOULD BE LITTLE THAT HE COULD ACCOMPLISH UNDER 
PRESENT CONDITIONS. 

3. KIMBERG ASKED HOW WE EVALUATED THE DEGREE OF FLEXI- 
BILITY ON EACH SIDE. STERNER REPLIED THAT WE BELIEVE 
THAT EGYPT WOULD ULTIMATELY BE ABLE TO ACCEPT LANGUAGE 
ON THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE VERY CLOSE TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
ASWAN STATEMENT. ON THE OTHER HAND, ISRAEL'S RECENT 
STATEMENTS THAT RESOLUTION 242 DOES NOT REQUIRE WITHDRAWAL 
ON THE WEST BANK SUGGESTS MORE OF A PROBLEM ON THE 
ISRAELI SIDE. 

4. KIMBERG ASKED WHETHER ISRAEL'S CONTINUED PRESENCE IN 
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SOUTH LEBANON WOULD NOT DETER EGYPT FROM RESUMING NEGOTIA- 
TIONS. STERNER SAID THAT WE HAD NOT EXPECTED SADAT TO 
AGREE TO RECEIVE WEIZMAN UNDER THOSE CONDITIONS, BUT 
SADAT INDICATED THAT HE ACCEPTED WEIZMAN’S ASSURANCES 
THAT ISRAEL WOULD WITHDRAW COMPLETELY FROM LEBANON. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, SADAT MAY BE DETERRED FROM REACHING 
AN ACCORD ON THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES UNTIL THAT 
WITHDRAWAL IS COMPLETED. AS FAR AS THE NEXT STEPS FOR 
THE U.S. ARE CONCERNED, WE ARE AWAITING THE RETURN OF 
THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY BEFORE MAKING ANY 
DECISIONS. 
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5. STERNER ASKED KIMBERG IF A NEW STATEMENT ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST WAS LIKELY TO EMANATE FROM THE UPCOMING EC 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING. KIMBERG SAID THAT DESPITE 
EGYPT'S REQUEST FOR SUCH A STATEMENT, THE CONSENSUS AMONG 
THE NINE IS THAT THE U.S. HAS AND SHOULD KEEP THE LEAD 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS AND THAT THEY HAVE 
LITTLE USEFUL TO ADD BY WAY OF A PUBLIC STATEMENT. HE 
NOTED A HIGHER DEGREE OF UNANIMITY AMONG THE NINE ON 
THIS ISSUE THAN IN THE PAST. IN FACT. IT WAS NOT CLEAR 
THAT THE MIDDLE EAST WOULD BE DISCUSSED AT THIS MEETING 
AT ALL, SINCE NO AGENDA OF POLITICAL TOPICS IS SET IN 
ADVANCE. 
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